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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI 
EASTERN DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

V ) No. 

) 

) 

SMITH AND WESSON, M&P 9 SHIELD ) 

PISTOL, SERIAL NO. HMU3526; ) 

) 

Defendant. ) 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT OF FORFEITURE IN REM 

COMES NOW, Plaintiff the United States of America, by and through its attorneys, Jeffrey 
B. Jensen, United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Missouri, and Stephen Casey, 
Assistant United States Attorney, for said district, and for its Verified Complaint for Forfeiture 
states as follows: 

Nature of the Action and the Defendant In Rem 

1. This is a civil action in rent brought by the United States of America seeking 
forfeiture of all right, title, and interest in the above-captioned defendant property pursuant to Title 
21, United States Code, Section 881(a)(l 1) and Title 18, United States Code, Section 924(d). 

2. The defendant property was seized by law enforcement on or about January 19, 
2018 and is described more fully as one Smith and Wesson M&P 9 Shield pistol, SN: HMU3526 
(the “defendant property”). 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

3. This Court hasjurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1345 and 1355, 


and 28 U.S.C. § 1395(c). 
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4. Venue is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1355(b)(1)(A) because the acts and 
omissions giving rise to forfeiture took place in the Eastern District of Missouri. The defendant 
property was purchased and stored in the Eastern District of Missouri. 

5. Venue is also proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1395(b) because the defendant 
property was seized in the Eastern District of Missouri. 

Statutory Framework 

6. Title 18, United States Code, Section 924(c)(1)(A) makes it unlawful for a person 
to possess a firearm in furtherance of a drug trafficking crime. 

7. Pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section 924(d), any firearm or 
ammunition involved in or used, or intended to be used, in a violation of Title 18, United States 
Code, Section 924(c)(1)(A), is subject to forfeiture. 

8. Title 21, United States Code, Section 841 makes it unlawful for a person, 
knowingly or intentionally, to manufacture, distribute, dispense or possess with intent to 
manufacture, distribute or dispense, a controlled substance. 

9. Pursuant to Title 21, United States Code, Section 881(a)(l 1), any firearm used or 
intended to be used to facilitate the transportation, sale, receipt, possession or concealment of a 
controlled substance, in a violation of Title 21, United States Code, Section 841, is subject to 
forfeiture. 

Facts Giving Rise to Forfeiture 

10. On or about January 18, 2018, investigators with the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (“DEA”) developed information that Robert McCall (“McCall”) had travelled to 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to drop off a shipment of bulk marijuana and was on his way back to St. 
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Louis. Investigators also learned that after St. Louis, McCall was planning on travelling to 
California. 

11. Investigators discovered that McCall was travelling in a rental vehicle, a 2017 Ford 
Flex (hereafter, “Flex”) and was planning to leave St. Louis on January 19,2018. An alert was put 
out for McCall’s vehicle. 

12. On January 19, 2018, McCall was pulled over travelling westbound on Interstate 
44 near mile maker 188 by a Phelps County, Missouri, officer for following too closely to the 
vehicle in front of him. 

13. McCall told the officer he was travelling to California and had just left St. Louis. 
The officer asked for the car rental agreement and it stated the Flex had been rented in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania on January 17,2018. 

14. The officer asked McCall if there was anything illegal in his vehicle, including large 
sums of currency. McCall said no. The officer asked for consent to search the vehicle and McCall 
said, “Yes, but I’m calling my lawyer.” The officer wanted clarification, and stated he needed a 
yes or no answer regarding consent to search the Flex. McCall then said the officer could search 
the vehicle, but that he would need a dog. The officer requested a K-9 unit to respond due to the 
request. 

15. McCall then stated there was “a lot of cash” in the vehicle and that he would show 
it to the officer. The officer waited for the second police unit to respond. 

16. A certified drug detection canine was deployed for an open air sniff of the Flex and 
gave an affirmative response to the presence of a controlled substance. 
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17. Officers discovered a gray carry-on bag in the rear of the Flex. McCall pointed to 
the bag and said the cash was located in that bag. The officer discovered bundles of U.S. Currency 
in the bag. A later official count of the U.S. Currency determined it to be $151,849.00. 

18. The vehicle was transported to the Phelps County Sheriffs Office. Investigators 
read McCall his rights and he agreed to answer questions. McCall said he travelled to Pittsburgh, 
Peimsylvania to drop off a shipment of bulk marijuana. McCall also stated he has been delivering 
bulk narcotics for the past fifteen years, travelling to various states to make deliveries. 

19. McCall signed a consent to search form for his apartment, located in St. Louis. 

20. On the afternoon of January 19,2018, investigators conducted a search of McCall’s 
apartment and discovered THC oil, bags of marijuana and a Beretta 9mm handgun. 

21. During the search, Brian Shields (“Shields”) arrived at the apartment. Shields 
claimed to live in the apartment with McCall. However, Shields’ name did not appear on the lease 
and no mail with his name was found in the residence. Investigators asked the property manager 
about the lease, and the manager told investigators that the complex did not allow persons who 
were not identified on the lease to occupy the residence. 

22. Investigators searched the personal handbag of Shields and discovered a vehicle 
key. Investigators asked Shields if he had a vehicle and he stated he had a brown Chevrolet 
Equinox (“Equinox”) parked behind the apartment building. Shields stated it belonged to a friend. 

23. Shields was transported by investigators to the St. Louis DEA office. Investigators 
asked for consent to search his vehicle and Shields agreed and signed a Consent to Search form. 

24. Investigators searched the Equinox, still located behind the apartment building, and 
discovered $2,190.00 U.S. currency and a Smith & Wesson M&P 9mm handgun, SN: HMU3526, 
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located in the center console. A heat sealed plastic bag of suspected marijuana was also located on 
the rear passenger side floorboard. 

25. The Equinox is registered to Rebecca and Kenneth Rapp. 

COUNT ONE - FORFEITURE 

21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(ll) 

1. The United States incorporates by reference the allegations set forth in Paragraphs 
1 to 25 above as if fully set forth herein. 

2. The defendant property is a firearm that was discovered by law enforcement 
officers, located in the center console of a vehicle, discovered along with U.S. Currency and a 
controlled substance. 

3. Based on the foregoing, the defendant property is subject to forfeiture pursuant to 
Title 21, United States Code, Section 881(a)(ll) as a firearm used or intended to be used to 
facilitate the transportation, sale, receipt, possession, or concealment of a controlled substance. 

COUNT TWO - FORFEITURE 

(18 U.S.C. § 924(d)) 

4. The United States incorporates by reference the allegations set forth in Paragraphs 
1 to 25 above as if fully set forth herein. 

5. The defendant property was discovered by investigators in a vehicle, along with 
U.S. Currency and a controlled substance. 

6. As such, the defendant property is subject to forfeiture, pursuant to Title 18, United 
States Code, Section 924(d), as any firearm or ammunition involved in or used, or intended to be 
used, in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 924(c)(1)(A). 

Prayer for Relief 
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays that notice issue on the defendant property as described 
above; that due notice be given to all parties to appear and show cause why the forfeiture should 
not be decreed; that a warrant of arrest in rem be issued according to law; that judgment be entered 
declaring that the defendant property be forfeited to the United States of America for disposition 
according to law; and that the United States of America be granted such other relief as this Court 
may deem just and proper, together with the costs and disbursements of this action. 


Respectfully submitted, 

JEFFREY B. JENSEN 
United States Attorney 

/s/Stephen Casey _ 

STEPHEN CASEY, #58879MO 
Assistant United States Attorney 
111 South Tenth Street, 20th Floor 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 
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VERIFICATION 


I, Brian A. Chesser, hereby verify and declare under penalty of perjury that I am a Special 
Agent with the Drug Enforcement Administration, that I have read the foregoing Verified 
Complaint and know the contents thereof, and that the matters contained in the Verified 
Complaint are true to my own knowledge and belief. 

The sources of my knowledge and information and the grounds of my belief are the official 
files and records of the United States, information supplied to me by other law enforcement 
officers, as well as my investigation of this case, together with others, as a Special Agent with 
the Drug Enforcement Administration. 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. ' 1746,1 declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true 


and correct. 



Executed on: 


(date) 


ft ■ a.cJL 


BRIAN A. CHESSER 
Special Agent 

Drug Enforcement Administration 
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by local mles of court. This fomi, approved by the Judicial Conference of the United States in September 1974, is required for the use of the Clerk of Court for the purpose of initiating 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

, ) 


plaintiff, ) 

) 

V. ) Case No. 

Smith and Wesson M&P 9 Shield ) 

Pistol, SN: HMU3526 ^ 

defendant. ) 


ORIGINAL FILING FORM 

THIS FORM MUST BE COMPLETED AND VERIFIED BY THE FILING PARTY WHEN 
INITIATING A NEW CASE. 

-THIS CAUSE, OR A SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT COMPLAINT, WAS 

PREVIOUSLY FILED IN THIS COURT AS CASE NUMBER_ 

AND ASSIGNED TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE_. 

I^NEITHER THIS CAUSE, NOR A SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT COMPLAINT, 
PREVIOUSLY HAS BEEN FILED IN THIS COURT, AND THEREFORE MAY BE 
OPENED AS AN ORIGINAL PROCEEDING. 


The undersigned affirms that the information provided above is true and correct. 


Date- 08/29/2019 

"- /s/ Stephen Casey 


Signature of Filing Party 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OE MISSOURI 
EASTERN DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

V. ) No. 

) 

SMITH AND WESSON, M&P 9 SHIELD ) 
PISTOL, SERIAL NO. HMU3526; ) 

) 

) 

Defendant. ) 


WARRANT FOR ARREST OF PROPERTY 

TO: THE UNITED STATES MARSHAL AND/OR ANY OTHER DULY AUTHORIZED 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI 

Whereas, on August 29, 2019, the United States of America filed a Verified Complaint for 

Civil Forfeiture in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri, against 

the above-named defendant property, alleging that said property is subject to seizure and civil 

forfeiture to the United States for the reasons mentioned in the complaint; and 

WHEREAS, the defendant property is currently in the possession, custody, or control of 

the United States; and 

WHEREAS, in these circumstances. Supplemental Rule G(3)(b)(i) directs the Clerk of the 
Court to issue an arrest warrant in rem for the arrest of the defendant property; and 

WHEREAS, Supplemental Rule G(3)(c) provides that the warrant of arrest in rem must be 
delivered to a person or organization authorized to execute it; 

NOW THEREFORE, you are hereby commanded to arrest the above-named defendant 


property by serving a copy of this warrant on the custodian in whose possession, custody, or 
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control the property is presently found, and to use whatever means may be appropriate to protect 
and maintain it in your custody until further order of this Court, 

YOU ARE FURTHER COMMANDED, promptly after execution of this process, to file 
the same in this Court with your return thereon, identifying the individuals upon whom copies 
were served and the manner employed. 

GREGORY J. LINHARES, CLERK 

United States Distriet Court 

By: _ 

Deputy Clerk 

Date; _ 




